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Laws. He was devoid of judgment or tact.
The consequence was that there was a formidable
rebellion, the Viceroy was driven out of the country
which was nearly lost to Spain, and the New Laws
became a dead letter. There was a burst of furious
discontent everywhere. Yet the New Laws were
admirably framed, and the humane intentions of
the Emperor and his advisers deserve the warmest
recognition.

It was enacted that the tribunals should make
it their particular care that the Indians were well
treated, and that their disputes were decided not
by ordinary law, but according to their own usages
and customs.

* That no Indian is to be made a slave, either
owing to being taken in war, or in rebellion, or for
ransom, or on any other pretence whatever; but
that they are to be treated as free men, and vassals
of the royal Crown of Castille.

c That no person may oblige any Indian to serve,
in any way whatever, against his will.

c That the Tribunals, without any trial, but only
on ascertaining the fact, shall set at liberty the
Indians who have been slaves, if the persons who
hold them in servitude cannot show a title to prove
that they hold them legally ; and the judges shall